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568 BROWNLOW'S SKETCHES OE SECESSION. [Oct. 

under titles so numerous and so apt, that it is impossible that one 
should look in vain for any item of information required. The names 
of persons, the names of places, the designations of subjects, general 
heads of description, matters of detail, — all are grouped in their al- 
phabetical order, and yet the articles are so constructed as very sel- 
dom to overlap one another. At the same time, ample justice is done, 
independently of these exciting themes, to the ordinary course of the 
year's history. Nor does the work confine itself to this country ; it 
takes adequate cognizance of the more momentous affairs and trans- 
actions of various nations, especially of France, Great Britain, and 
Italy. There is internal evidence of a divided authorship, — indeed, no 
one man could have prepared in so short a time so great a mass of 
materials, — and we can easily discern different degrees of skill in the 
different portions of the volume ; but while some portions bear the 
marks of very superior ability, no part is poorly executed. 

We would especially commend the plan of this work as an annual ; 
and we have been at pains to give it this emphatic notice, in the hope 
that it will prove the first in a series that shall continue till it is super- 
seded by something better of its kind. It fills a place which " The 
Annual Register " and " Niles's Register " could not fill for their re- 
spective countries, by virtue of its alphabetical arrangement, and the 
consequent ease of consulting it under the leading of a single name or 
word. 

18. — Sketches of the Rise, Progress, and Decline of Secession ; with a 
Narrative of Personal Adventures among the Rebels. By W. G. 
Brownlow, Editor of the Knoxville Whig. Philadelphia: George 
W. Childs. 1862. 12mo. pp. 458. 

The " Decline of Secession " seems, it may be, a bolder prophecy 
now than it was three months ago, when this book was printed ; yet 
we cannot think it any the less clear to the prescience of every sincere 
patriot. Parson Brownlow has won the right to use these words on 
his title-page, by his services, perils, and sufferings in behalf of the 
Union. The chief value of his book lies in its being the contempo- 
raneous record of what its author saw, said, wrote, did, and endured. 
It consists in part of scraps of autobiography, but principally of speeches 
and newspaper articles which embody much of the history of the times, 
and will be of great worth to the future annalist. The writer commands 
our high respect as a man of massive, though unpolished intellect, of 
tenacious integrity of purpose, of no ordinary capacity in political satire, 
invective, and argument, and of a patriotism impregnable equally to 
bribes and to threats. 



